
 
Brookdale Home and School Association  

Board Minutes  
April 10, 2019 

 
 
The Brookdale Home and School Association was called to order at 7:08 p.m. The meeting began 
with a salute to the flag. Board members in attendance were Tina Gallina, Jaennine Gonzalez, Lisa 
Cheplic, Michele Camacho and Amanda Pinales.  

 
Board of Education Report - BOE Representative, Ellen Rogers 

- Academic school calendar for 2019-2020 is waiting to be approved. 
- Summer Arts Workshop - July 1st-31st, 8:30am-12:30pm.  
- Congrats to the BHS world language honor society inductees. 
- High School football coach Mike Carter and the High School football team went to Newark 

Airport to help US Special Olympics teams unload equipment. 
- A principal for Demarest Elementary School has been selected.  
- Robotics team at Bloomfield High School - video about the robotics team on YouTube, shows 

the program. 
 
Faculty Report – Ms. Gaccione & Mrs. Pico 

- Had an amazing time at the Tricky Tray Fundraiser event.  
- Raised $500 for the St. Jude’s Mathathon.  

 
Principal’s Report – Ms. Barton 

- Thank you to Nadine Knapp, Donna Sabol and Alyssa Belmonte for a fun and very successful 
Tricky Tray. 

- Thank you to Noel and her team for wonderful performances at Brookdale on Broadway. Thanks 
to Ms. Lehansky for choreographing the secret dance number.  

- Thanks to the HSA, the music department, Ms. Artha and Ms. Nance for the following events: 
assembly from the New Jersey symphony, spring concert and art work that was displayed during 
the concert. 

- Thank you to all who participated in the stargazing night.  
- NJSLA assessments are coming up: May 6th-10th, grades 3&4. May 13th-17th, grades 5&6. 

Science for grade 5 is on May 21st and 23rd.  
- Spring break - April 19-26th 
- One to one initiative will start next year for 6th graders.  
- Mindfulness family night - Monday May 6th, 6:30, Gym 
- Autism awareness committee: Ms. Stamoutsos, Ms. Minneci, Ms. Bonnano, Ms. Luca, Ms. 

Simone, Ms. Dwyer - Thank you for a week of activities.  
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Approval of Minutes – Minutes from March 2019 were approved and seconded.  
 
Treasurer’s Report – Michele Camacho 
Beginning Balance – March 1, 2019                         $25,943.53 
Deposits made                                                            $24,637.05 
Checks /Withdraws                                                    $21,820.35 
___________________________________________________ 
Ending Balance – March 31, 2019                             $28,760.23 
 
 
Holdings as of April 10, 2019 
Principals Fund                               $3,694.82 *pending color run expense report, approx - $1,300 
Class of 2019                                  $3,569.71 + HSA Contribution in holdings $5,000 
Class of 2020                                  $4,740.15 
_______________________________________ 
Total: $                                            *$17,004.68 
 
Second Account - Tricky Tray/Calendar Raffle 
Beginning Balance – March 1, 2019                          $1,484.75 
Deposits made                                                           $11,600.00 
Checks /Withdraws                                                     $2,134.27 
___________________________________________________ 
Ending Balance – March 31, 2019                            $10,950.48 
 
Fundraiser Profit - Ticketed/paid event-program surplus/loss reports: 
Winter Enrichment program: +$290.20 
Brookdale on Broadway program: + $390.65 
Green Eggs & Ham breakfast event: + $177.04 
Basketball program: pending 
Ihop Dine and donate: + $41 
Calendar Raffle: + $4,891.94 
Tricky Tray: pending 
 
 
COMMITTEE CHAIR REPORTS: 
 
Basketball – Jenn Harvey, Tina Gallina reported 

- Basketball ended in March. Kids had a great time at the awards ceremony. Zeke Harvey and Jen 
Harvey did a great job.  
 

Scholastic Book Fair – Megan Wilt Peterson/Melanie Bitecola, Megan reported 
- Made 4,894.55 in scholastic dollars. Will use that for more books, classroom and media 

materials. Second year in a row that we have increased sales. Ms. Luca goes above and beyond 
and is a major supporter of literacy in our school.  Profit - $1,757.82  
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Brookdale on Broadway – Noel Gatts/Brittany O’Neill, Noel reported 

- It was very exciting for the kids and it was a successful show.  
  

Dine Around Fundraiser – Fareeda Ehtesham 
- Ihop - The school made approximately 40 dollars. 20% in sales came back to the school. Did not 

honor take out orders. Let’s take a survey on where parents would like to have the next Dine 
Around. 
 

Tricky Tray – Nadine Knapp/Donna Sabol, Nadine reported 
- Net profit: $17,000. Thank you: Donna Sabol, Alyssa Belmonte, Ms. Barton, Ms. Minneci, 

Laurie, all the staff and teachers, the HSA, Ms. Luca, parents who volunteered, promotors, 
donors, DJ Brett, and Charina’s brother. It was a great team effort.  
 

After School Enrichment (Spring) - Megan Wilt Peterson/Jackie Albaum 
- Winter session ended successfully, ended up with a surplus. Taekwondo school owner donates 

back to us. Spring session is now open. Offering a yoga mindfulness class, mixed media art with 
Lovelee Studio and other great classes. Need more volunteers for this committee. With 140 
children in the winter session, we brought in $12,000. Not intended to be a fundraiser, but an 
extremely successful educational program.  
 

STEAM Committee – Armine Gallagher/Meghan Murray, Meghan reported 
- Astronomy night - weather did not permit a viewing, will reschedule for the Fall. 
- Also arranged for the symphony to come to Brookdale school.  
- STEAM night - June 13th 

 
Spring Plant Sale – John Evangelista/Jackie Park Albaum, Jackie reported 

- Will have a variety of annual, herbs, vegetables, and fruit. Preorders will include blueberries and 
hanging baskets. Current budget is $1,500. Working with 3 vendors for best prices. Thank you to 
Mollie Smith who set up a great relationship with the Bloomfield Garden Center. Will have large 
baskets of free seeds. Will buy back anything we don’t sell. 

-  
Fun Fair – Jody Polidoro/Lisa Cheplic/Jaci Bouididy, Lisa reported 

- Recently had a meeting. Fun fair will be on May 31st. Still sourcing different vendors and getting 
different quotes. Flyer will go out at the beginning of May. Pricing will be the same.  
  

NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Presentation of Revised Bylaws distributed to membership on March 27, 2019  
Presented by Jaynellen Jenkins 
 

- Met through the summer, fall and winter months. Purpose was to create bylaws that build trust, 
unity and transparency.  
 

- Review of the bylaws adoption process: When you bring forward bylaws from a committee, the 
motion is on the floor and automatically seconded. The motion was put out two weeks previous 
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to this meeting, so it has already been seconded because it came from a committee. Now we are 
ready for discussion. Will go article by article. Will ask if  there's any discussion for each article. 
If there is no discussion, then that article will stay as is.  If as we go through the articles and a 
member needs clarification, then it will be addressed. If a member feels that they would like to 
amend that bylaw, then that person will fill out a form. The membership will then vote on that 
amendment.  If it does not pass, then the bylaw will stay as is and we move on to the next article 
in the packet. Members will vote once at the end of the packet. Needs a ⅔ vote to pass.  

 
- 15 Articles that will be discussed and potentially amended and voted on:  

 
Article 1: No discussion (hereinafter “No discussion” will be referred to as ND) 
Article 2: ND 
Article 3: ND 
Article 4: ND 
Article 5: ND 
Article 6: ND 
Article 7: ND 
Article 8: ND 
Article 9: ND 
Article 10: ND 
Article 11: ND 
Article 12: ND 
Article 13: ND 
Article 14: ND 
Article 15: ND 
 
Vote on Bylaws 
All members moved to vote on the proposed bylaws. Motion to approve has passed.  
 
Election Schedule for 2019 and 2020 

- President - Will fulfill the second year of the elected two-year term (2018-20) 
- Vice-President - To be elected for the 2019-21 school year 
- Secretary - Will fulfill the second year of the elected two year term (2018-20)  
- Collecting Treasurer - Will fulfill the second year of the elected two year term (2018-20)  
- Dispersing Treasurer - Will fulfill the second year of the elected two year term (2018-20)  

The following positions will be up for election in 2020 to serve the 2020-22 school years:  
- President, Secretary, Collecting Treasure and Dispersing Treasurer.  
- Vice president - will serve the second year of their 2019-21 term 

New positions - At-large positions: Membership engagement chair to be elected to serve in the 2020-21 
school year and class parent liaison to be elected to serve in the 2020-21 school year.  
 
Election Committee – Chair/Committee Members Needed 

- This committee will be comprised of an appointed chair, a Class Parent representative and a 
member-at-large. Election committee members may not be candidates for election. Candidates 
will submit a statement about their interest, vision and experience. The list of candidates and their 
statements will be distributed to the membership two weeks prior to the election. No 

                                                              4 



campaigning is allowed. Candidates will have an opportunity to speak to the membership. 
Candidates will send application forms to the email address at the bottom of the election 
procedure document. Candidates may also drop off a hard copy in the main office.  

 
OPEN DISCUSSION 

- Discussions that are happening out on a floor influences a decision. If a member is not present, 
then you cannot participate and will not be fully informed of all the information to make a 
decision. Attending meetings and elections is a sacrifice that members make to participate and 
engage in decisions.  

- Treasurer positions are supposed to stagger, but do not because of the lack of candidates in past 
years for the treasurer's position. Treasurers were being carried over from one term to another for 
many years, therefore, it threw off the staggering pattern for the treasurer positions. Hopefully the 
staggering can happen organically down the line.  

 
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 

● April 19th-April 28th – Spring Break 
● May 3rd – Movie Night 
● Week of May 6th – Teacher Appreciation Week 
● May 9th – Kindergarten Orientation 
● May 10th – Spring Plant Sale 
● May 15th – HSA Meeting 
● May 18th – 5th Grade Car Wash (Rain date May 19th) 
● May 31st – Fun Fair 
● June 5th – HSA Volunteer Breakfast 
● June 7th – Fiesta Day (6th Graders) 
● June 12th – HSA Meeting 
● June 13th – Family STEAM Night 
● June 20th – Class Day (6th Graders) 
● June 21st – Kindergarten Promotion 

 
THANK YOU.... 
Jen Harvey, Zeke Harvey, all volunteers that helped with the basketball award ceremony, Megan 
Peterson, Melanie Bitecola, Ms. Luca, Noel Gatts, Brittany O’Neill, Fareeda Ehtesham, Billy Shandley, 
John Evangelista, Brittany O’Neill, Nadine Knapp, Alyssa Belmonte, Donna Sabol, Jaynellen Jenkins 
and the bylaws committee.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Adjourned 8:25pm 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Amanda Pinales 
HSA Board secretary 
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