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Brookdale Home and School Association 

Board Minutes 

May 9, 2018 

 

Board members in attendance were Samantha Wallace, Jaennine Gonzalez, Jennifer Harvey and Tina Gallina. 

The meeting began at 7:05 p.m.  The meeting began with a salute to the flag.   

Guest Speaker: 

Nick Joanow, 2nd Ward Councilman, joined us this evening to discuss the town’s purchase of the former gas station 

located on East Passaic.  It will not be turned into a Dunkin’ Donuts or car wash.  There are lines of water in that area 

that come into Bloomfield.  Piping station will fit on a 10x10 pad.  Source is already underground.  Bloomfield will be 

able to tap into a separate water source which will improve our water quality and ultimately be a savings for the 

Township.  Property will be landscaped and blend in nicely.  The town will hold a meeting before rollout.   

Board of Ed Rep: 

Ellen Rogers reported on the BOE meeting the night before.  The funds have been budgeted for the class 3 police 

officers.  No solid decision has been made regarding armed security guards at the elementary schools.  Board is taking 

everything into consideration.  This isn’t the only option and decision is not final.   

With regards to staffing, there will be no reductions in workforce.  Only contemplating expansion.  Facilities will be 

replacing boilers at Fairview and Carteret, bleachers at Carteret and lockers at the middle school. 

A STREAM Program is being offered for free during the last week of June.  It’s the week before summer camp begins.  If 

you have questions, you can contact Joe Fleres.   

Faculty Report: 

Ms. Pico thanked the HSA for the treats the teachers have been receiving all week during Teacher Appreciation Week.  It 

always feels good to get a new treat every day in the mailbox.  Ms. G also thanked everyone and said it’s been a fun 

week! 

Principals Report: 

Ms. Barton thanked the HSA for sponsoring the chess team.  The tournament was held on Saturday at Fairview.  

Brookdale did not place but the students had a great experience competing. 

Concluding the PARCC testing this Friday.  Thanks to Mrs. Luca and Mrs. Wax and our amazing teachers.  5th grade will 

take the computerized science test at the end of May. 

Thank you to Mrs. Albaum and Mr. Evangelista for donating the plants for planting during Earth Day.  Thank you to the 

parents who came out to help the students plant.  

The Little Lending Library is officially open for business.  Mr. Warholak and students donated their time to build it.  It was 

made from scratch.  There are books in there for parents as well.  It’s one of the two Little Lending Library’s registered in 

Bloomfield. 

Spring Concert is May 15th, begins at 1:30.  Entrance will be through the Kindergarten doors.  Anyone that requires 

ground floor entrance, please contact Donna. 

We will be honoring our teacher of the year, Mr. Jason Triano at the BOE meeting on May 22nd. 
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The Townwide Track & Field will be held on June 5th.  Brookdale’s Track & Field will be held on May 22nd after lunch.  

Field Day will be held on May 25th  

With regards to the Townwide Track & Field, a parent asked how many events can a student participate in?  A student 

can only participate in two events.  Students work as a team and will be placed where the team would benefit the most.  

There are two divisions and they compete by grade.   

Question regarding sections for next year.  Projecting pretty much the same as we have this year.  Incoming 4th will have 

2, 5th will have 2, and the current 5th grade, which has 3 sections, will merge into 2.  With regards to Kindergarten, we 

have about 46 children registered as of today and there will be 3 sections. 

Ms. Barton advised we are not holding Walk to School Day.  We’re unable to find a day to fit it in. 

Introduction of Mayra Pastore: 

Mayra is the head of the HSA Council which oversees the various home and schools in district.  Her goal has always been 

to resolve any HSA issues as a neutral third party.  She heard what occurred at the previous meeting from other 

individuals.  She attended this evening’s meeting to read a letter of apology written by Jen Guidea.  Mayra read the 

letter and stated that it is not open to discussion and to move on to other business. 

Mayra believed the letter was sufficient.  Nothing is getting done for the children.  Being part of the HSA should be a 

rewarding, enjoyable experience for all involved.  It’s turning parents and volunteers off.   

She’s aware that a Bylaw Committee is being formed to review and revise the current bylaws.  She will be reaching out 

to the other HSAs to review their bylaws.  If anyone would like Mayra to be included in the process, let her know.  She’d 

be happy to sit down with us. 

A parent asked a question about filling the vacant Co-President position.  How will it be determined?  The bylaws state 

that it will be an appointment and not a special election.  There was an error when it was originally communicated.  The 

newly seated board will make the appointment.  The position is for a one-year term.   

Jenn Laino wanted it noted for the minutes that she does not accept Jen Guidea’s apology.  Jody Polidoro also stated 

that she does not accept Jen Guidea’s apology.    

 

Secretary’s Report: 

A motion was made to approve the minutes from the April 18th meeting.  Motion was approved. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: 

Beginning Balance – March 31, 2018  $39,017.35 

Deposits Made     $23,864.60 

Checks/Withdrawals    $21,962.20 

Ending Balance – April 30, 2018   $40,919.75 

 

Holdings 

Principals Fund   $3,223.18 

Class of 2018   $2,064.56 

Class of 2019   $1,905.82 

Art    $   250.00 

Student Council   $     34.29 

Total    $7,477.85 
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A parent asked if the budget is online?  It is not.  As members, can parents get a copy of it?  We will look into putting 

information on website.  We’re not sure if that’s the place for it. 

New Business: 

Bylaw Committee – Introduction of Jaynellen Jenkins 

Jaynellen will be chairing the committee.  She received a list of names from Samantha Wallace and reached out to 

parents last evening.  Meetings will get underway within the next couple of weeks.  She does not frequent the HSA 

meetings, but she is a principal and has a lot of experience and has a lot of advice to share.  Hoping to have the first 

committee meeting next week.  Hoping to use this opportunity to accelerate the HSA organization.  She will reach out to 

Ms. Barton and would like to have a meeting before school starts in September. 

Teacher Appreciation Week:  Thank you to Beth Japhet for putting together the wonderful treats for our teachers as 

well as the breakfast. 

New Board Introduction: 

Tina Gallina – Co President, Lisa Cheplic – Co-Treasurer (Collecting), Michele Camacho – Co-Treasurer (Disbursing) and 

Amanda Pinales – Secretary.   

Open Board Position – Co-President: 

An email was sent out that incorrectly stated that there would be a special election.  The information was incorrect.  The 

bylaws state that a vacancy will be filled by appointment.  The Board will select a suitable replacement for the vacancy.  

The deadline is May 30th.  Those interested should submit their name, relevant information, and why you think you 

would be a best fit to fill the one-year Co-President position.  A reminder will be sent out one week before the May 30th 

deadline.  After May 30th, the Board will discuss and appoint a replacement.  The Board will present the new board 

member at the next HSA meeting.  Anyone will be able to submit their name.  The new bylaws can address qualifications 

for board positions and the filling of vacancies. 

Jaynellen Jenkins would like the Board to make every effort that we are not being narrowly exclusive to membership on 

the Board with regards to those only with prior Board service being able to submit their names. 

Mayra Pastore was involved with the back and forth discussion regarding the original email with regards to holding a 

special election and changing the date to submit.  It was a mistake.  We are following the current bylaws the way they 

are written.  We are giving people a longer period of time to put their names in.  There are still concerns with a lack of 

transparency and not being informed ahead of time of Mayra’s attendance this evening.  Mayra was hoping that her 

presence at our meeting would bring a resolution.  

Future communication with membership will be discussed among the new board members.  The goal is to utilize the 

Brookdale HSA website.  It hasn’t been used to its fullest capacity.   

Chairperson/Volunteer Lists:  The list will be going home soon via Virtual Backpack and a Sign-Up Genius will be used 

again this year.  This information will also be posted on the HSA website.  Assignments will be emailed out as soon as 

possible. 

Spring Plant Sale:  Will be held this Friday from 1:30-3:15 p.m.  Mollie Smith is chairing this event.  We are using 

Brookside Garden Center once again.  Will have a presale of vegetables, herbs and blueberry bushes.  Set up will be 

starting at 7-7:30 a.m.  Any leftover plants will be sold by the Girl Scout troops after school on the front lawn. 

Yoga Night/Don’t Worry Be Happy Hour:  This event will be held on May 30th.  Michele Camacho will be sending out a 

flyer.  This is a free event.  Maeve McVeigh, a parent, will be the yoga instructor and has donated her time and talent.  

Urging everyone to attend.  Use this opportunity to meet some people you haven’t met before.  Hoping we can do this 

again if we get a good response.   
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Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast – June 1st  

Fun Fair – June 1st 

STEAM Night – June 7th.  Will be held in the gym.  They are looking for volunteers.  A fun, educational event for the 

students.  It will be from 6:30-8:30 p.m. 

Bengal Pride – June 7th 

Class Day – June 19th 

Kindergarten Promotion – June 20th 

End of Year Gift – Ms. Barton discussed her wish list.  It will be sent out to members prior to the next meeting.  It 

includes touch screen Chromebooks, Core Yoga for Youth and Mindfulness and microphones. 

 

Discussion – BOE Proposal of Armed Guards 

Noel Gatts spoke about the proposal of putting armed guards in the schools.  They should be trying to do everything else 

before we implement armed security.  She had some parents ask her to put together a petition.  Brookdale can improve 

its security by putting security measures in the back, security cameras.  We need one entrance and one way out and 

monitored with a security camera.  Ms. Barton spoke to the superintendent and did reach out to the YMCA regarding 

after care and asking them to post a paper with a phone number on the door.  Any security measure ideas/suggestions 

should go through Mr. Fleres and the BOE.   

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Tina L. Gallina, HSA Secretary 


