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BROOKDALE HOME & SCHOOL ASSOCIATION, INC. 
MINUTES OF MEETING 

 
November 1, 2017 

 
 
The Brookdale Home and School Association was called to order at 7:02 p.m.  Board members 
in attendance were Samantha Wallace, Jaennine Gonzalez, Tina Gallina and Jennifer Harvey.  
Jennifer Guidea was not in attendance. 
 
The meeting began with a salute to the flag.   
 
Introduction: 
 
Nick Joanow attended this evening.  Nick is 46-year resident of our community and a retired 
educator.  He ran for council in 2010 and since then has been the representative for our ward.  
This has been a very productive time for us and we should enjoy every moment.  He extended 
his appreciation for being put on our agenda. 
 
Nick opened the floor for questions.  He has served as a liaison to the BOE.  He has also served 
on a number of other committees.  He has worked day and night for our community and it he 
enjoys doing it and the work never stops.   
 
A question arose regarding the Liongate property.  Nick said explained that Liongate is an 18-
acre parcel of land off Broad Street east of Glen Ridge Parkway.  It’s hidden out of sight.  The 
Township purchased the property five years ago.  Recently purchased 10 acres of property that 
was to be developed.  Townhouses were in the process of being raised.  The area is in a flood 
plain.  Regarding the history of flooding in the area; when it rains, the Third River rises, and that 
area is the recipient of all that water.  It has created a wetland area.  They remove the soil along 
the perimeter of the river and the overflow will stay on that sight and minimize the amount of 
flooding to the neighboring area.   The Township has received the Governor Award for a prize-
winning project.   
 
How would this project have affected school system?  Brookdale would have been the recipient 
of the additional elementary school children coming out of that development.  We’re crushed 
for space as it is, and we would have had to have trailers put in to accommodate the additional 
students.   
 
When will it be available?  They are going through the permit process.  The DEP sets the 
timeline for framework.  Looking at construction in the spring.  Two acres left for habitat.  
Animals are coming here because of the river behind it even though it’s one block off the main 
drag.  It’s very peaceful and quiet area.   
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The process started in 2001.  It’s been 16 years and it has been 8 years as an advocate on one 
side of the aisle along with the cooperation with Mayor Venezia and the rest of the town 
counsel.  We would like to see this all the way through.   
 
A question arose about the middle school.  Is there any talk about increasing the size?  Nick is 
not here to represent the BOE and its governing body.  It’s his understanding that we have an 
issue.   Pre-K currently is part time and the likelihood is that it will be going to a full-time 
program.  This adds value to our school and the children in our community.  The BOE is 
challenged by this.  There is no place to put them.  The concept of putting 6th, 7th, and 8th in the 
middle school is an option for the BOE t consider and one of many possible options.  How do we 
deal with this population?  Many years ago, there was a north/south divide.  People won’t go 
past Bay Street.  Nick has no judgements, it’s just the way it is.  The next BOE will have to face 
this issue.  One potential option, in 2018, Bloomfield Tech will vacate.  We have an opportunity 
to possibly purchase that property.  What the use is will be determined by the BOE.  Will the 
BOE along with municipality purchase it?  What will we do with it?  If we choose not to do 
something with it, will a developer come in and develop rental units?  If we go the way as a 
partnership, we will have a large building that can accommodate 600-800 students.  We need 
to get the 6th graders out of the grade schools to ease the overcrowding.  Again, we have the 
North/South issue if we create a second middle school.  We can’t force people to go to a certain 
school.  We may have to offer different curriculums at different buildings instead at both 
locations.  Example would be language/gifted and talented/arts and music.  We cannot 
segregate the town.  We need to mix and mingle both ends of the town and the way to do that 
is by curriculum.  Create areas that are so exciting for everyone.  Programs that would 
encourage parents from both areas.  It will be open to anyone and offer alternatives.  The 
challenge is the BOE will have to sell the product.  There are upsides and downsides.  One of 
two things will happen; the town will go forward and purchase the property, or a developer will 
come in and purchase it.   
 
Nick discussed his history at working at a school in East Orange.  It is difficult in engaging with a 
teenager.  Relationships take time and there are only 2 years in the middle school.  You don’t 
get to know your teachers.  There are a lot of interactions among teachers, parents, students 
and staff.  There is no perfect system and it must be discussed.  Something has to give. 
 
A parent questioned the idea of putting the 6th grade in one building.  Nick believes that would 
be a disaster.  Maturation occurs when students are around other grades.  It’s a horrible age to 
do something like that.  Academically, it’s not a sound idea.  It’s a turbulent period in that age 
group.  Transition is less traumatic. 
 
Nick strongly encourages us to tune into our BOE and the issues.  Be a part of the process of the 
decision making rather than the result.  Be mindful and involved.  Share your concerns.  BOE as 
well as the town council are public servants.  There is no offense on Nick’s part when you 
appear to a meeting and ask questions that are important to you.  There is too much at stake to 
not get involved. 
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Board of Education Representative:    
 
The Board of Education Representative was not present. 
 
Faculty Report:   
 
Mrs. Pico thanked the HSA for the Pumpkin Patch.  Ms. Gaccione stated that the Trunk or Treat 
was wonderful, and it was a really a lot of fun!  Also, thank you for all of the class parties 
yesterday.  The Halloween parade was a lot of fun also. 
 
Ms. G. mentioned that they are collecting money for families for an entire Thanksgiving feast.  
It will be sent to a family in need.  They are trying to do it by class.  The information is being 
sent by Virtual Backpack.  Some parents are not receiving it.  You can go on the Brookdale 
website for the Virtual Backpack information. 
 
Along with our kindness theme this year, we are including with each of these packages our 
kindness cards.  Children will be talking to you about making cards of “kindness”/happy cards 
for families in need to kids and adults.   This is another avenue that we are taking to continue 
our kindness theme through the school year.  Student council is going around to classes to 
discuss. 
 
Please make sure your child has a jacket with them for recess.  It’s getting cold outside.  If the 
temperature is 32 and above, we are outside for recess.   We don’t want them getting sick. 
 
Principal’s Report: 
 
We had a great Halloween!  The pumpkin patch was adorable, and it was a wonderful day.  The 
weather was perfect.  It was so nice to see the students coming down the lawn.  Thank you to 
the generosity of the HSA for the pumpkins for the students.  The Halloween dance was a 
success!  Thank you to all the volunteers from the setup, servers, and clean up.  Thank you for 
our first Trunk or Treat.  We heard that it was a little nicer than OakViews.  It was a nice way to 
have the community come together on a Saturday night.  It was fun judging the trunks.  Thank 
you to Mrs. Pinales and all her hard work.   Thank you to class parents for successful parties and 
parents with picking up and dropping off for the Halloween Parade. 
 
November is a hectic month.  Please make sure you take note of the dates on the calendar.  
There will be no school on Election Day and the Teacher’s Convention.  Also, there are 
parent/teacher conferences.  Notices will be going home from teachers.  Veterans Day is the 8th 
and we are having our program at 1:30. We have some special guests coming, a choir, 
bagpipers and various instrumentals.  It will be a very nice day. 
 
Planning; November 30th is the Hot Bagels tree lighting and as Ms. G said we have the kindness 
cards.  $35 gets a Thanksgiving meal home to a family.  A special guest will be coming in on 
Monday.  Some students may have gotten a random act of kindness form.  Submit a heart and 
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write down what the student has done.  Ms. Barton will have sent home a letter in the mail 
letting you know. 
  
Regarding the hydroponics, we have some lettuce growing…check it out! 
 
Thanks to Mrs. Wallace, the Wonder movie event…the Bellevue is not going to have the move 
Wonder.  Not sure how it was decided but they are partnering with the Bowtie Cinema in 
Caldwell.  It will be December 3rd at 10 a.m. for sure and we are hoping for a showing on 
December 2nd as well.  – Wonder movie event the Bellevue is not going to have the movie 
Wonder.  Not sure how they decide that.  Partner in Caldwell Theater Bow Tie Cinemas.  On 
December 3rd for sure.  Hoping for December 2nd and a 10 a.m. showing also.  We will get a flyer 
sent home soon through Virtual Backpack.  Tickets will be sold online so that bookkeeping 
process will be easier. 
 
Secretary’s Report: 
 
Approval of Minutes from last month’s meeting.  Adam Japhet made a motion to approve, Sallie 
Sochko motioned second.  Motion approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
 
Beginning Balance - September 30, 2017   $  8,813.53 
Deposits made      $10,598.71 
Checks/Withdrawals       $  5,789.03 
 
Ending Balance - October 30, 2017    $13,623.21 
 
Holdings 
Principals Fund  $2,113.55 
Class of 2017   $3,074.62 
Class of 2018   $        0.00 
Art    $   250.00 
Student Council  $     34.29 
Library    $     16.41 
 
Total    $5,488.87 
 
 
President’s Report: 
 
Review of the committee’s we’ve had over the past month. 
 

• Gift Wrap – Jaennine Gonzalez.  Thank you.  Just over $6,000 in sales.  It was a good 
turnout.  Stan sold about $800. 
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• Spirit Wear – Amanda Pinales.  It went well.  Will be delivered either first or second 
week of November.  There’s a little hiccup about colors.  Anyone that ordered a certain 
color for a certain shirt, you will be notified about an alternative.  She will be sure to 
reach out to confirm.  We made over $1,000 in Spirit Wear. 

 

• Fall Social – Michelle Camacho.  Would have liked to have seen more people attend.  For 
those who were there, we had a blast.  I hope we can keep doing this and we can all 
benefit from doing this.  It’s a nice time to get back to basics and spend time getting to 
know each other better and letting loose.  Remembering we’re all one big community.  
Jenn Harvey suggested that we need to get the younger parents to attend.  We’ve never 
done this event before.  We should try to get class parents to help advertise it since 
that’s where most parents get their information from.  It was suggested having a 
months’ notice, so parents can get a babysitter. 

 
 

• Pumpkin Patch – Amanda Pinales.  Corrados offered the best price for the pumpkins.  
The teachers have been asking to do this for a while.  We figured why not start this year 
to get the Halloween festivities rolling.  They loved it!  Sixth graders were wearing their 
class sweatshirts.  It was a great kickoff to the Halloween season.  Both the little and big 
kids all enjoyed it.  We took pictures of all the classes.  We will get the 6th grade 
pictures to the class parents.  The pumpkin decorating tied into the Trunk or Treat.  We 
hoped the kids would get excited.  They would go home and pester their parents 
enough to go to the Trunk or Treat.  It was the first time we did both and hopefully it 
will get better every year.  Trunks were so great!  Thank you to the fire department and 
police presence.  Since there was no parking on the premises unless you were a trunk 
for the event.  We paid the police, so they could cross the kids. 

 

• Halloween Dance – Lisa Cheplic.  We had a lot of people attend.  It was fantastic!  Thank 
you to all the volunteers that helped with setting up, serving and cleaning up.  It was fun 
to see the parents and kids all dressed up.  We did very well, and the final numbers will 
be sent to the Board.  A parent asked a question about the contest.  This is the second 
year in a row we have not had a costume contest.  The timing on it and organization is 
quite an issue.  Whoever chairs the event next year can decide what they want to do.  
This isn’t Lisa’s event, anyone can offer to chair.  The contest isn’t something that can’t 
be done…we just need to figure out a way to do it that doesn’t eat up a lot of time and 
it’s safe for everyone considering there are about 200 people there.  Who judged the 
costumes?  It was the DJ and having the kids on the stage is not a good idea.  It must be 
done in a way that is orderly and does not take a lot of time.  This year we had a photo 
booth.  Thank you to the Schott family that offered that, so it didn’t cost us a lot of 
money. 

 

• Trunk or Treat – Amanda Pinales and Lisa Italiano.   We made a decent amount of 
money.  The rough number is $700.  That’s pretty good for the first time having this 
event.  We will be bringing items back to Costco.  Even non-fifth grade parents donated 



6 
 

to us.  It’s to all our advantage to work together to make any fundraiser successful.  We 
still need to go to through the expenses to give the Board a final number. 
 

• 6th Grade Activities Report – Jenn Laino.  Stamna Fundraiser…she really doesn’t have the 
specifics.  Angela Hayes has the information and was not present.  Jaennine Gonzalez 
will go through it and will have the information for the next meeting. 

 
The HSA would like to thank everyone for the donations toward adopted Hurricane Harvey 
school relief.  We collected 10 boxes which was 350 pounds worth of school supplies, hygiene 
products, socks and gift cards. 
 
New Business:   
 

• Dine around chair – Yolande Hamilton.  Thursday, November 16th from 3:30 p.m. – 10 
p.m.  at Friendly’s.  You can dine in or take out.  HSA will receive 20% back.  Hoping 
families can go out to eat Thursday November 16th 3:30 – 10 p.m. to friendlies dine 
in/take out.  20% back to the HSA.  Hoping families can go out to eat or pick up 
something.  Information will go home via Virtual Backpack. 
 

• Gift Card fundraiser – Sam Wallace.  We held this fundraiser last year.  If you normally 
buy gift cards, we ask that you consider purchasing them through the HSA.  The HSA 
receives a percentage from the purchases.  We have a nice selection being offered this 
year.  The flyer will be going home every week through Virtual Backpack until the it 
ends.  We run it through December 1st and will have the gift cards within a week or so.  
They are live gift cards.  We will try to meet parents to give them directly to them 
instead of putting in student’s backpacks.  This year we have about 20-25 places on the 
list.  If you want something specific, contact Sam. 

 

• First Annual Vendor Night – Direct sales, crafters.  If you know of anyone that is involved 
in selling products, let Sam know.  We are going to have tables set up in the gym.  It will 
be up to the vendor if items will be cash and carry or presale.  The event is being held 
Thursday, December 7th.   The cost for a table is $40.  There is no charge for admission.  
Come in to do your holiday shopping.  Please contact Sam if you have any questions.  
We’d prefer to give Brookdale parents first dibs on tables.  We would like to have at 
least 20 vendor tables.  There is no minimum…the more vendors the better. 

 

• Holiday Gift Shop – Tina Gallina.  The Holiday Gift Shop will run from Monday, December 
4th through Thursday, December 7th.  The gift shop has been a tradition at Brookdale 
and the students have a chance to buy gifts for their family members.  Information will 
be going home through Virtual Backpack and we need volunteers!  Shopping schedules 
will be determined by the teachers and the times will be distributed during the week of 
November 27th.  If you are interested, please contact Tina.  The gift shop is held in the 
Media Center so the next HSA meeting on December 6th will not be in the Media Center.  
Place will be determined. 
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• Krispy Kreme – Amanda Pinales.  This is a 5th grade fundraiser and it will begin 
December 4th and run through the 15th.  Krispy Kreme donu7ts are something that you 
can’t get in our area. 
 

• Class Parent Party Dues – Jenn Harvey (For Jody Polidoro) First set of checks were 
received and second set of checks will be sent out to class parents before your next 
party in December.  Please hold onto your receipts.  This is the first time that class 
parents are purchasing everything, and we want to know how much is being spent on 
parties.  Younger classes put our more money for a craft.   

 

• After School Enrichment -  A parent questioned if we know what classes are going to be 
offered for the next semester?  Will parents be given more than 24 hours’ notice?  Need 
to move the schedule back in 6 months.  If you need more help, send out an email to get 
more parents involved.  All the good vendors are booked up early.  Sam spoke to Jackie 
about this.  Nicole’s mother mentioned that she signed up to volunteer and is never 
contacted by anyone.  Some of us have given up.  It seems like the grandparents have 
been forgotten about in the organization.  We may be retired but a lot of us have great 
things to offer!  Jenn Harvey suggested signing up for the Virtual Backpack, so you can 
get the information sent directly to you.  Will discuss with Jackie and the need for more 
notice.  Noelle would like to start the theatre class again this year.  Would like to try to 
get people together to discuss other programs. 

 

• Basketball Registration – Jenn Harvey.  Basketball registration is open for 4th, 5th and 6th 
graders.  If you are interested, please reach out to the chairperson or ask anyone on the 
Board.  The easiest way to do it is online through PayPal.  Please make sure you send in 
all the paperwork at one time.   

 

• HSA Website – Adam Japhet.  Adam has figured out how to do email pushes.  He can 
post out an event or blog to everyone at once.   

 
Other Business: 
 
Thomas Heaney and Jessica Salinas joined us this evening.  They are looking to see a change 
and fresh ideas the BOE.  Please plan on voting.  If you want your children to thrive, vote 1, 2 
and 5!  Pass it around to the Brookdale area district to come out and vote.  We are really trying 
to make a voice on the BOE to represent us.  Carteret, Berkley, Watsessing aren’t always 
represented.  Our wonderful Brookdale HSA can encourage parents to go down and be part of 
the meetings.  A lot of things are going on and if you’re not present to discuss, it won’t happen. 
 
Jessica Salinas has 6 children and been in Bloomfield Schools for 11 years.  She has 5 children 
left in the school system.  She has been volunteering during the last 11 years.  It is improving 
but it can be better.  I want to see the BOE alleviate the overcrowding of the schools and having 
the 6th graders with the 7th and 8th graders.  I hope I can work with you on my first term. 
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Thank you to Carrie for our refreshments this evening! 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted by Tina Gallina, HSA Secretary 


