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BROOKDALE HOME & SCHOOL ASSOCIATION, INC. 
MINUTES OF MEETING 

 
October 11, 2017 

 
 
The Brookdale Home and School Association was called to order at 7:10 p.m.  Board members 
in attendance were Jennifer Guidea, Samantha Wallace, Jennifer Harvey and Tina Gallina.  
Jaennine Gonzalez was absent.  The meeting began with a salute to the flag.   
 
Introduction: 
 
Jen Guidea introduced herself and the board members the membership.  She also thanked 
Carrie Miller for the refreshments.  Carrie did a great job! 
 
Class parents need to pay their party dues.  First, it’s an accounting issue and you may not 
spend that $15 out of your pocket.  So, to be fair to everyone, all class parents need to pay your 
class party dues.  Second, we need to know that we have the dues from everyone so if there is 
an issue with not having enough money for class parties and items are being purchased out of 
pocket, we need to know and find out why and what can we do to help. 
 
We are going to be running a much more formalized HSA this year.  We are a corporation and 
we should be running a more formal meeting.  We have By Laws in place and plan to have 
copies for everyone at the next meeting.  Some parents have already received chairperson 
guidelines and financial guidelines.  Please read through these and try to abide by them.  We 
are a formal organization.  We can have fun, but we have formalities for a reason. 
 
The HSA meetings are going to be structured by Rogers Rules of Order.  Each committee chair 
that has an event coming up will need to introduce themselves and report on their event 
coming up.  If at the end, if time permits, we can bring up other items. 
 
Board of Education Representative:    
 
Ellen Rogers introduced herself as our Board of Ed representative.  There’s going to be a 
candidate’s night for the 3 open positions for the BOE.   It will be held on October 30th at the 
middle school.  If you’re interested, it will be televised on channel 34.  It’s not always a live feed 
but it will be posted on the website the following day. 
 
Also, we had someone recently step down and resign from the Board and we will be 
interviewing candidates at the upcoming BOE meeting. 
 
As far as curriculum, we’re focusing on best practices for Readers/Writers Workshop.  Also, new 
curriculum guides in language arts K through 12 with Cross Content Literacy Program.  We are 
continuing with our standards based math program in Math Investigations.  New K through 5 
curriculum resources are aligned with the Next Generation Science Standards which 
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incorporates technology.  Introducing new resources to introduce STEM and STEAM technology 
in grades K through 12.   
 
Facilities has been working very hard over the summer with our continued focus on school 
security.   The district made an investment in security upgrades and we are continuing our 
installation of new security cameras and for the entire district, anti-intruder locks are being 
installed.  In addition, infrastructure repairs which include ceilings, lighting, parking lots and 
fencing.   
 
Ellen is our go to for the BOE.  Her email address is Erogers@bloomfield.k12.nj.us.  Her 
information can be found on the district website.  You can reach out to her with any questions 
you have.   
 
Question from a parent to explain what the anti-intruder locks are?  Ellen said they are not like 
traditional locks.  They have a push lock button that teachers push to lock  
The locks were installed over the summer. 
 
BOE meetings are Tuesday evenings at the BOE Administration building directly across from 
BHS.  The public session portion starts at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Principal’s Report: 
 
Thank you for coming.  We had a great turnout for Back to School Night.  We rolled out a new 
elementary school schedule and it’s been implemented district wide.  The biggest change is the 
staggered lunch period.  For grades K-4, lunch runs from 11:25 to 12:25 and for grades 5 and 6, 
lunch runs from 12:05 to 1:05.  The implementation has been great.  Half of the students are 
outside during recess.  This gives the primary kids their own fun during recess.  It seems to be 
going well.   
 
We have new curriculum initiatives in place.  This is the third year for Readers/Writers 
Workshop.  This is the second year in Math Investigations.  Now, we are implementing the Next 
Generation Science Series.  Teachers were trained on the program on Monday.  Teachers will 
be getting training in the classroom with labs three times during the year.  Revisions to the 
Social Studies curriculum and new atlases in grades K through 5.   
 
Thank you to the HSA for a great start to the school year!  At the end of September, Miss H. 
organized “Longboarding for Peace”.  Students were randomly chosen.  The kids learned about 
balance and working together with a friend.  This program was made possible due to the 
generosity of the HSA.  Hopefully we will be able to have them come back another time to 
include more students.  The after school longboarding class is the largest after school class we 
have. 
 
We are piloting the first Lego League in conjunction with the recreation department and the 
Bloomfield Education Foundation.  It includes Brookdale and Watsessing students. 
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We received the modular tables and chairs that the HSA donated as last year’s gift.  We are 
working on setting them up now. 
 
Today we also had a visit from the 6 high school football captains to speak to the 5th and 6th 
grade students.  Joe Bumpus, a very special student, talked to the kids and they received him 
well.  The students were very excited! 
 
Lastly, please keep checking the Virtual Backpack email.  The district is going paperless.  Flyers 
from the HSA can be sent home with their own paper supply.  Please check Mrs. Minneci’s link 
regularly. 
 
A parent asked if there was a problem with Virtual Backpack?  Some parents are not getting the 
email.  Ms. Barton said that the link is on the Brookdale School Website and please check with 
Mrs. Minneci if you aren’t getting it.  
 
Ms. Barton thanked everyone for welcoming her.   
 
Monday winners were announced for the Christopher Columbus essay contest.  Sabrina 
Camacho from Mrs. Costello’s class placed 3rd in the entire district.  Audrey McLaughlin was an 
honorable mention. 
 
Faculty Report: 
 
Ms. G. and Mrs. Pico welcomed everyone back.  Basketball skills are run by both Ms. G and Mrs. 
Pico.  It’s for 4th, 5th and 6th grade students.  A flyer was sent home with a list of dates.  There 
are separate days for boys and girls.  Skills starts next week. 
 
The safety patrol supervisors are Mrs. Pico and Ms. Rodgers.  Mrs. Pico said that parents are not 
to be going into school through the back door.  If you need to go to the office, you must come 
around to the front of the building and be buzzed in.  It’s a safety concern and all parents need 
to do it. 
 
Also, Jen Guidea mentioned that driving up the driveway is a problem.  Pulling in to park to 
drop kids off is not permitted.  People have come tearing up the driveway and it’s a safety issue 
and it’s talked about every year.  If you see someone doing it, don’t be afraid to confront them 
directly or you can call the office and notify Donna/staff.  Keep that in mind. 
 
Two weeks ago, at Watsessing someone was struck by a car. 
 
A parent questioned if there are any parents that can go through driveway.  Ms. Barton said to 
check with Donna.  There is one family that has a pass to go up the driveway.  The parking lot is 
very tight even though it was widened.  It’s needed for staff parking.  They have student 
teachers parking on Brookdale Rd. 
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Secretary’s Report: 
 
Minutes from June meeting were presented for approval.  The minutes from this meeting will 
not be put up on HSA website until they are approved at next meeting. 
 
Motion to approve was made, seconded and passed.   
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
 
Jaennine Gonzalez was unable to attend this evening’s meeting.  
 
Holdings: 
Principal Fund  $2,113.55 
Class of 2017  $3,074.62 
Class of 2018  $-- 
Art   $   250.00 
Student Council $     34.29 
Library   $     16.41 
 
Beginning Balance – August 31, 2017  $8,470.13 
Deposits made    $1,600.20 
Checks/Withdraws    $1,256.80 
 
Ending Balance – September 30, 2017 $8,813.53 
 
President’s Report: 
 
In Jaennine’s absence Jen Guidea reported on the gift wrap sale.   The gift wrap sale is ending 
this week.  Please spread the word.  Information will be included in tomorrow’s virtual 
backpack.  Orders are to be picked up after school.  If you are unable to pick it up, you can make 
other arrangements with Jaennine.  
 
The after-school program is up and running.  Registration is closed, and classes started today.  
Any questions, please contact either Jack or Meghan.   
 
Upcoming Events:   
 
Fall Parent Social 
 
Michele Camacho reported on the Fall Parent Social.  The flyer will be going out tomorrow.  
We’re starting to do a couple of social events.  Our first social will be held on October 19th at 
Brookdale Tavern & Kitchen at 7 p.m.  It’s a social get together.  They offered to give back 25% 
to either the school or a cause.  We decided to donate it to the Goldsworthy family.  It’s an 
extra incentive to come out. 
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Halloween Dance 
 
Lisa Cheplic reported on the Halloween Dance.  Lisa is returning as chair this year.  The dance 
will be held on October 27th from 6:30 to 8:30 in the gym.  The flyer will be going home very 
soon through Virtual Backpack and by flyer.  The cost is $7 per person/child.  It includes pizza 
and candy.  You can dress up!  We need volunteers to help serve food, set up and clean up.  
Please get back to Lisa as soon as possible if you can volunteer.   
 
A parent asked if there would be a contest?  There will be no costume contest.   
 
Siblings will be permitted but paid for and supervised by parents.  This is not a drop and go 
event.  Every child needs a designated parent to supervise them.  There are people that treat 
events as a babysitting service and that’s not what it is. 
 
Trunk or Treat 
 
In conjunction with the HSA, teachers have requested to have a pumpkin patch on the front 
lawn for the students.  They will get to come down and pick out their own pumpkin.  They can 
take it home and decorate it and bring it back to the Trunk or Treat if they choose to.  Pumpkins 
are being delivered on the 20th and given out on the 21st.   
 
The Trunk or Treat is a 5th grade fundraiser.  Lisa Italiano & Amanda Pinales are the co-chairs for 
5th grade fundraising.   Amanda Pinales reported that this is the first time that we’re doing an 
event like this.  It will be on Saturday, October 28th from 5:30 to 7 p.m.  Everyone is invited.  We 
need your trunks!  Some ideas of how to decorate your trunk were posted on the HSA 
Facebook page.  We are having the pumpkin decorating contest.  Ms. Barton will be judging.  
We are also having a contest for trunks…scariest, most original.  Snacks will also be sold.  The 
cost is $10 for a family of 4, an additional $3 per additional person.  Our goal is to have 25 
trunks.  We are planning on having music too.  If you have candy and water you’d like to 
donate, we’ll take it.  We really want this to be a fun event for the kids.  We are looking for 
extra candy for replenishment.   
 
Questions asked: 
How do you sign up?  You can contact either Amanda or Lisa.   
 
What are you fundraising for?  It’s a fundraiser for the 5th grade, Class of 2019. 
 
What do you get?  Contest, music, trick or treating as many times as you want to go around. 
 
Does the HSA have student reps?  Can we use 5th or 6th graders to go around and talk to the 
kids about it.  We do have student council reps in the higher grades and not sure if Ms. G would 
be willing to work with us on that.  We also have student council reps that make morning 
announcements.  Let Mrs. Minneci know if you’d like them to announce something about an 
event. 
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Amanda will be doing a trunk or treat tip each week on the HSA Facebook page.  Costumes are 
optional, but it would be a fun idea.  You can partner up with another parent to do a joint trunk.  
You can use strobe lighting, scary music.  Amanda and Lisa have a lot of ideas so just ask. 
 
6th Grade Fundraising 
 
A car wash was held last weekend.  Thanks to Carrie and the kids.  They made $1,400 on this 
one.  Popsicles and mums made over $400.   
 
A fundraiser called Tape the Teacher was mentioned and Jaynellan was working on it.  She 
spoke to Ms. Barton and was given the go ahead but she needs a written proposal.  The 
fundraiser has an educational component to it.   
 
6th grade parents worked hard and it’s great that they’re raising a lot of money!   
 
There will be a Stamna fundraiser.  A flyer went home and there are several dates.  They are 
giving 10% back.  
 
Box Tops 
 
Beth Japhet reported on Box Tops.  Please collect your Box Tops.  The highest class each month 
gets the traveling trophy.  At the end of the year, the class with the most Box Tops collected 
gets a pizza party.  It’s easy to do.  
 
Fundraising Efforts 
 
We would like to do more passive fundraising.  Things that are easy and doesn’t take a lot of 
effort.  One idea is a company that creates a website for us and you review local businesses.  
They donate $2 back to us.  It costs you nothing to write a review and we have a designated 
website that’s there permanently and reviews are written by members of our community.  It 
seems like a great idea and we’re looking for more programs like that. 
 
Another one that we have promoted is Amazon Smile.  We have a Brookdale HSA Smile 
account.  A percentage of your purchases go back to the HSA.  The problem with this is that if 
you don’t set it up right it puts you back on Amazon.com and not Smile.Amazon.com.   
The Target program is no longer active.   Anyone with other ideas, please let the Board know. 
 
HSA Website 
 
Adam Japhet reported on the HSA Website.  Adam is the new webmaster and has resurrected 
the website.  A few things have changed since the spring.  He has created an email alias for 
each function of the Board.  See website for information. 
 
The website has various communications such as HSA minutes, flyers for events, meeting 
reminders.  You can promote your events on the HSA website.  The Fall Parent Social will be 
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posted as well as the Trunk or Treat.  Please make use of the website.  We’d like to use the 
website as our central gathering place.  The HSA is open, and no confidential material is on the 
website.  Adam is directed by the Board to post what is there.  If you want to add something to 
the HSA site, send it directly to Adam and cc the entire Board.  If you want to contact Adam, 
email him at webmaster@brookdalehsa.org. 
 
Old Business: 
 
Jen Guidea reported that at our last meeting a lot of people had some good ideas that they 
might like to see at school.  Instead of waiting till the last meeting of the year, please reach out 
to the Board beforehand to get the ball rolling during the school year. 
 
Noted for the Minutes, Jenn Laino questioned why the 6th grade was only allowed 1 year to 
fundraise and now the 5th grade has 1 ½ years to fundraise? 
 
Jen Guidea stated that traditionally it has been left to the 6th grade parents and what they want 
to do as far as fundraising.  The decision was made to let the 5th graders start early because in 
the past it’s been very crunched and very compressed.   
 
Jenn Laino again stated that they were given one year to fundraise.  Jen stated that it’s not 
personal toward your grade.  We’re trying to change it for future grades. 
 
Jenn Laino stated that at the parent meeting in September, we’re supposed to come up with 
fundraising ideas.  She stated that she’s having 5th grade fundraising on top of my fundraising.  
This was a little bit of a tacky situation and I want to make sure it doesn’t happen again going 
forward. 
 
Jenn Guidea stated that the current 5th grade will fundraise early.  They will get this Fall and the 
Spring and the next Fall.  The 5th graders next year can start in the Fall.  We want to extend it to 
a year and a half starting now.  That’s the way most schools in our district do it and some of 
them have other grades fundraising for various things at the same time.  It requires a little more 
coordination.  She doesn’t think if the 5th grade came to the Board about having a car wash, the 
Board would have said no.  It’s a matter of balancing.  We’re asking them to be limited to their 
fundraising in the Fall.  It’s very compressed and it was difficult for the current 6th grade to 
fundraise.   
 
As a Board, this is the plan going forward.   
 
Adam Japhet suggested using the HSA website for surveys and using forms for signing up for 
various events.  Also reach out to Adam if you want any ideas regarding the use of Survey 
Monkey. 
 
Thank you for coming out tonight.  Also, thank you to Jody for coordinating class parents.   
We have exciting things coming up and hopefully we can get participation from younger 
parents.  Our next meeting is November 1st. 



8 
 

 
The Halloween parade is October 31st and the parade will take place at 1:30 due to staggering 
lunches.  Parties to immediately follow parade. 
 
Please enjoy the refreshments that Carrie brought tonight.  Going forward, we are going to try 
to have people come in to talk to us about specific issues.  We want to have someone from 
SEPAC come in to speak as well as Nick Joanow about developments in our area. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Tina Gallina, HSA Secretary 


