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BROOKDALE HOME & SCHOOL ASSOCIATION, INC. 
MINUTES OF MEETING 

 
November 2, 2016 

 
 

The Brookdale Home and School Association was called to order at approximately 7 p.m.  Board 
members in attendance were Jennifer Guidea, Jennifer Harvey, Jaennine Gonzalez, Samantha 
Wallace and Tina Gallina. 
 
The meeting began with a salute to the flag. 
 
Board of Education Representative:   Shane Burger discussed the recent situation at the high 
school.  The high school provided therapists following the days afterwards.  The awards 
ceremony was held the previous evening and the mood was upbeat.  The Board will wait until 
the police investigation is completed before the BOE begins their own investigation.  Parent 
present that has a child at the high school stated that the high school handled it very well.   
 
The election is November 8th.  BOE positions are on the ballot.   
 
Contract is settled.  Focus 100% on student achievement.  Energy Saving Improvement Program 
(ESIP) is being voted on November 9th.  The cost of the program is approximately $6 million and 
the savings that is generated will go toward the payment on the note.   
 
Faulty Representatives:  Ms. G. discussed as we approach Thanksgiving, we will be holding a 
Spirit Day at Brookdale.  We are the Brookdale Bobcats.  We are going to start promoting it.  
Student council will be selling Brookdale Bobcat bracelets.  Student council has a surprise that 
day as well.  Notice will be going home soon with further information.  Sixth grade went to 
Patterson Falls today and the 5th grade will be going to the falls tomorrow.  Mrs. Luca organized 
the field trip.  Ms. G. recommends going to Patterson Falls; it’s a great experience!   
 
Mrs. Pico discussed the basketball skills program for 4-6th grade.  The count is 35 boys and 35 
girls.  Students really enjoy it.  The program will run all the way up to winter break. 
 
Principal’s Report:    
 

 Student Council - Mr. Fleres had his first meeting with the student council executive 
board.  He plans on setting up a monthly meeting going forward.  They had a round 
table discussion to promote discussing issues and items that they would like to see 
changed or implemented.  A social media account has been set up on Twitter.  They 
have great ideas.  They came up with “no homework night” on Halloween and the staff 
complied with their request.  They are very excited about the school year.  Jack Leard is 
the President.  Our student council is strong and active and have a lot of influence. 
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 Grandparents/special person’s day was held last month.  Overwhelming successful 
responses from all involved.  A few things need to be tweaked but overall it was a great 
experience.  They had a photo booth and took selfies.   

 

 New report cards will be coming out in December.  The parent/teacher conferences will 
be held in November before report card distribution.  The district is moving to 
trimesters.  Parents will not see traditional grades that you’re used to seeing.  Teachers 
will assess whether a student is either not meeting standards, meets standards, or 
exceeds standards in each subject.  Teachers are holding off putting it up on the Parent 
Portal.  The teachers will be trained on inputting.  We are encouraging parents to ask 
questions on the new system and the philosophy behind it.  The 6th grade is considered 
a middle school grade.  Questions arose regarding Bengal Pride due to the change in 
grading system.   It will be difficult to implement with grades K through 5.  The 
Superintendent likes Bengal Pride and they will be meeting about it tomorrow.  It may 
be more involved with citizenship and being a good person.  It’s a special award and 
they do not want to see it “watered down.” 

 

 Cold weather will be here soon.  The school rule is if the temperature is below 32 
degrees, we will have an inside lunch.  Please dress students for the weather.  New gym 
lunch setup has been working out very well.  Music is going over very well with the 
students.  They seem more focused on eating with the music playing.  We will do our 
best to get them outside.  Send them in appropriately dressed.  In the morning, the 
doors do not open until 8:20 a.m.  If it’s below freezing and a child shows up at 8 a.m., 
there is no one here to watch the children. 

 

 Regarding lateness and absences, occurrences in excess of 15% a notice is automatically 
kicked out through Power School.  We do look through them.  You are required to have 
a meeting with Mr. Fleres and go over procedures.  Retention can happen if it happens 
over 3 trimesters.  Attendance is reported to our state report card ranking.  This ranking 
is reflected on property value.   

 

 Reminder, please have your child wear sneakers on physical education days.   
 

 Mrs. Sedlacek will be back in December. 
 

 Halloween - The Halloween parade was great.  It was the smoothest Halloween we’ve 
had so far.  The Halloween dance was a success.  A question arose about the music that 
the DJ played.  The parent felt that it was not appropriate.  Lisa Cheplic (chair for dance) 
said that it will be addressed next year. There were complaints about not having the 
costume contest.  Jen Guidea said that as a board, we tried to figure out how to do it in 
a way to make everyone happy.  We will be thinking about what we can do for next 
year.  The dance is only a two-hour event and the contest takes up about 30 minutes.  
Need more volunteers to possibly make the contest run faster. 
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 HSA basketball practices.  If there is an overlap, students cannot stay.  They need to be 
picked up at the end of the school day and then come back for practice.  Parents cannot 
stay with child in the building.   
 

 Fifth grade pumpkin day was a success. 
 

 Veteran’s Day program will be held on November 9th.  
 

Upcoming Dates: 
 
Nov. 17th – Picture retake day – 12:30 dismissal (evening conf.) 
Nov. 18th – 12:30 dismissal – Parent/Teacher conf. 
Nov. 21st – 12:30 dismissal – Parent/Teacher conf. (evening conf.) 
Nov. 22nd – 12:30 dismissal – Parent/Teacher conf. 
Nov. 23rd – 12:30 dismissal – Thanksgiving break 
 
Note:  Aftercare will be held on half days 
 
Winter break begins December 23rd – 12:30 dismissal.  School resumes January 3rd. 
 
There will be no HSA meeting in December. 
 
 
Secretary’s Report:   Minutes from October meeting.  Any questions, please let us know. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:   Jaennine Gonzalez presented budget.  This does not include uncashed 
checks. 
 
Jenn Harvey receives all checks and if there are questions regarding uncashed checks, Jenn is 
the person who would have that information.  Jaennine Gonzalez writes the checks out for 
reimbursements, etc.  
 
Additional Information:   
 
Last year, Mrs. Luca found old Brookdale items from the 40’s and 50’s, HSA memorabilia.  
Mollie Smith and Jessica Rohrer are going to go through all the boxes.  The children’s library 
museum will take some items that we do not keep at the school.  There is an idea of putting 
together a “Wall of History” in the area by Ms. Goldsworthy’s room. 
 
The HSA has been around since 1910 in some form.  It has evolved through the years.  Very 
recently, it has become a fundraising organization.  The fundraising is very important to 
fundraise, but going back to years past, there were many activities sponsored by the HSA that 
have not been done in recent years.  We would like to have more activities that are not focused 
on fundraising.  Survey Monkey will be going out to see what parents are interested in.  We are 
open to suggestions. 
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Some ideas that we are considering in 2017: 
 

 Movie Night 

 Winter Beach Party 

 Family Game Night 
 
We would like to do more activities for our children but to make it happen, we need to get 
more volunteers.  Please try to get other parents that you know to get involved.  Brookdale 
School is a community.  The HSA board is all volunteer.  Please communicate with us and help 
during some of our events.  Our Holiday Gift Shop is being held in December.  Consider 
volunteering.  Reach out to Tina Gallina or Valerie Arencibia. 
 
Tricky Tray Fundraiser – It is not a beefsteak dinner.  It will be a sit-down dinner at Valley 
Regency in Clifton.  Many schools make $20,000 at this type of event.  Donations are needed.  
We need merchandise, consider donating extra gifts from the holidays, gift cards, new and 
unopened packages can be donated to the Tricky Tray. 
 
We need volunteers to canvas local and not-so-local businesses for donations.  We need 
everyone’s help with obtaining donations.  We are hoping to get people outside of the 
Brookdale community to attend our Tricky Tray. 
 
We are looking at the month of February to get donations from our Brookdale Community.   
Also, keep in mind that we will need people to assemble baskets.  Hoping to have hundreds of 
baskets.  We also need volunteers to assist the night of the event. 
 
 
Thank you! 
 

 Thank you to Jaennine Gonzalez for chairing the Gift Wrap Sale once again this year. 
 

 Thank you to Lisa Cheplic for chairing the Halloween Dance this year. 
 

 Thank you to Class Parents for running the Halloween parties.   
 

With regards to the class parties, please remember no goody bags or favors are to be given out.  
Please stick to the list of pre-approved foods.  Parents would like to expand the list of foods.  
Parent discussion regarding parents who have children with allergies to bring their own snacks 
in for the party.  
 
Mr. Fleres brought to our attention that two years ago, there was an incident of someone 
bringing in something that was not approved and a 6th grader had to be given the Epi-pen and 
parent could not be contacted.   
 
Ms. G. said that she loved the new food policy.  The students couldn’t care less because they 
didn’t have the conversation about food.  The staff loved it too.  They thought it was the 
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smoothest of the holiday parties they’ve had.  Will discuss with Mrs. Jacobson about adding 3-5 
additional items to the pre-approved list.   
 
Upcoming events: 
 
November: 
Veteran’s day program – HSA will be providing the refreshments.  They have reached out to the 
Bloomfield Police and Firemen for bagpipes. 
 
Gift card sale – During the month of November, we will be running a new fundraiser.  Various 
gift cards will be offered for purchase and they donate a set percentage to our school.  Looking 
at November 14th through December 2nd.  Information will be home before November 14th.  It’s 
an easy fundraiser and no overhead.  Holidays are coming up and this can be a profitable 
fundraiser.  Please buy your gift cards from HSA instead of the stores.  Gift cards range from $5 
increments in amount of $10, $25, %50 or $100.  It will depend on what the company has 
available.  The percentages we receive will be on the list that is distributed. 
 
December: 
There is NO HSA meeting on the calendar in December. 
 
We are looking to do a parent social night.  We have reached out to Brookdale Tavern.  Look 
out for information on that soon.  We are looking to do more community building. 
 
The Winter Concert is on December 13th.  Grades 1,2,5 and 6 perform.  Tentative time is 1 p.m. 
but will consider having it later.  There was a question about holding an evening performance.  
Mr. Fleres will not consider an evening performance.  It is a security issue as well as a safety 
issue. 
 
Report cards will be distributed on December 19th. 
 
HSA basketball practices start in two to three weeks.  Waiting for permit approval.   
 
January:    
Spirit Wear – There are items left from last year and we may sell January as well as new items.   
Calendar Raffle Sale  
 
February: 
Small World Day – Volunteers Needed! 
Movie Night (May consider doing two different events (younger grades/older grades)  
Winter beach party 
 
There was a question regarding having a mother/son or father/daughter (special person) dance 
or breakfast.  It will be discussed. 
 
Mr. Fleres approved to run an after-school class that will be a performing arts class that will 
culminate into a performance.  Would like to include musicians.  It would only “showcase” 
students enrolled in program.  Will set up a meeting with parents when it’s decided when they 
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can hold it.  We can have many more after school programs if we have the volunteers to assist.  
Noel Gatts is looking for parents to help with the younger kids.  Classes for kindergarten 
through 2nd would be simplified.  Would perform 1 or 2 numbers together.   Thirty kids would 
be accepted.  Performances would be pre-approved.  The practices would be held at home.  
Looking to have some mentors come in from the high school.  There are former Brookdale 
students that are involved in performing arts at the high school. 
 
Other activities: 
 
Book Fair is the end of March during Read Across America 
Spring Plant Sale is held in May 
Fun Fair is held in June 
Kindergarten promotion is in June 
 
We can add to the list of activities and/or make changes.  Anyone who has ideas, please reach 
out to the Board.  We are looking for constructive ideas.   
 
With regards to school pictures, if there are any issues, please contact Lifetouch directly.  
Retake day is November 17th.  They will retouch them for you if the retake is not acceptable. 
 
Town wide Talent Showcase tryouts are being held this month. 
 
Holiday Gift Shop to be held in the Media Center. 
 
Gift wrap will be delivered but we are awaiting the date.  It will be before Thanksgiving.  The 
checks have not been processed yet because we must wait for delivery. 
 
If you can use online payment, it will be printed on the flyers. 
 
We will reconvene in January. 
 
Meeting ended at 8:33 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Tina Gallina, HSA Secretary 


