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BROOKDALE HOME & SCHOOL ASSOCIATION, INC. 
MINUTES OF MEETING 

 
January 11, 2017 

 
 
The Brookdale Home and School Association was called to order at approximately 7 p.m.  Board 
members in attendance were Jennifer Guidea, Jennifer Harvey, Samantha Wallace and Tina 
Gallina. 
 
The meeting began with a salute to the flag. 
 
Board of Education Representative:    
 
No Board of Ed representative attended meeting.   
 
 
Faulty Representatives: 
 
Ms. Gaccione made a request to please dress your children accordingly due to the cold 
weather.  The student government service project is a toiletry drive specifically for families in 
Newark.  Collecting regular sized items, not travel sized.  Please do not send in any food items.  
There is a bulletin board by the office which lists the items being requested.  A flyer with the 
information has gone home with students.  Collections are through next Friday.  The student 
government is hoping to do some other service projects with this group in the future. 
 
 
Principal’s Report:    
 
Mr. Fleres announced that Mrs. Lisa Gallagher has been named Brookdale School Staff - 
Teacher of the Year and Mrs. Millie Cowen has been named Support Professional of the Year.  
Congratulations!   
 
Students will be participating in a Board of Ed presentation.  The theme is “Recipe for a Perfect 
and Successful School”.  Students are working with first grade parent, Janet Treadaway.  They 
filmed all the material themselves.  The presentation will be on January 24th.  You can replay on 
Bloomfield Pulse and WBMA, channel 35.  The video will also be available via our website. 
 
The 6th grade boys are playing the BHS alumni game this Friday at 6:30 p.m.  Ted Jazinski host 
annual alumni game.  They will be playing another team from Bloomfield.   
 
School is closed on Monday, January 16th for Martin Luther King Day. 
 
Once again, we are participating in the Bloomfield College Ticket Exchange Program.  We have 
developed a very good relationship with them.  We will be hosting all 14 ticket exchange 
teachers.  They will present an American history lesson in English on January 30th through 
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February 9th.  They will also give our students a cultural lesson from their country.  The kids 
really look forward to it. 
 
We were selected by NAEP (National Assessment of Educational Progress) to participate in a 
pilot program used for data purposes.  The 4th graders will be taking the test on February 2nd.  
We will get little information from them. We were complimented on due diligence on getting 
prepared for the test. 
 
On February 6th, a certified nutritionist from Shop Rite will hold a presentation for students on 
nutrition. 
 
Standard based report cards went out in December.  Any questions, please discuss with your 
child’s teacher or you can reach out to Mr. Fleres.  There are also links on our website for 
further information regarding the new report cards. 
 
Mr. Fleres had the opportunity to use Screencastify, a Google app, around the holidays.  He 
taped himself reading several different stories and teachers were able to pull it up and play it 
for students.  We plan on using it in the future. 
 
The Kindergarteners enjoyed Grinch Day.  The students had a fantastic time enjoying many 
hands-on activities.  This is the 2nd year Grinch Day was held and was more successful than last 
year. 
 
Thank you for a successful Holiday Gift Shop.  Thank you to all the parent volunteers for going 
above and beyond for the staff and our students. 
 
The 2nd graders enjoyed another great Polar Express Day!  Mr. Fleres was joined by his 
conductor sidekick, Michael Gallina.  They visited each classroom and talked to the students 
about The Polar Express. 
 
Holiday class parties were a success once again.  A couple of new items were added to the 
approved list.   
 
Holiday Concert - A great job by our music teachers Mr. Fusaro and Ms. Foster!  This was Ms. 
Foster’s first holiday concert at Brookdale.  Also, great artwork by Miss Artha and thank you to 
Ms. Stambolian for her work on the holiday trees.   
 
PARCC testing schedule is currently being developed for April and May.  The testing will start 
before April break for grades 3 through 6.  Please plan to schedule any vacations while we are 
off for Spring Break.  Once schedule is available, parents will be notified. 
 
Reminder, when weather is below freezing, students are permitted to enter building at 8:20 
a.m. but not before.  The staff is not here and it is difficult for Mr. Fleres and Mrs. Minneci to 
have students come in before that time.  Please come as close to the 8:20 a.m. time as possible.  
If there is an emergency, please call the office prior and they will do their best to accommodate 
you.   
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Good luck to our HSA basketball teams!  They held a great pep rally and Mr. Fleres had a pep 
talk with the students about good sportsmanship after the rally was over. 
 
THE HSA ANNUAL GIFT 
 
In previous years, donations have consisted of items such as IPads, a speaker system, fans for 
gym and the items for media center.  Mr. Fleres discussed with Jen Guidea to have the HSA gift 
items before the end of the year if the HSA funds are available.  We are looking to purchase a 
set of 30 Chromebooks.  The Chromebooks that we do have are very user friendly and the 
teachers are using them often.  A quote given by the school district includes a 2-year warranty 
and a charging cart.  We will gain another set of 30 Chromebooks.  The rate that the district 
obtained seems to be the best rate available.  The quote is $31,000. 
 
The Chromebooks will be disbursed throughout the school in grades K through 6.  Every child 
would benefit from these new Chromebooks.  The goal over the past years has been that the 
HSA Annual Gift would benefit the most students as possible. 
 
It was only just a few years ago that the district would not permit the purchase of technology 
items but that has turned around.  The district’s technology department supports the 
Chromebooks and the Superintendent has approved their use. 
 
The district plans on distributing 30 Chromebooks per year to schools.  The long-term plan is to 
be a 1 to 1 initiative.  
 
Questions during discussion arose: 
  
Q:   If HSA gifts 30 Chromebooks, will we get the 30 designated to Brookdale?   
A: Yes, we expect that they will.  Oakview purchased additional Chromebooks last year. 
 
Q: Will the district service the Chromebooks we purchase?   
A: Yes, they will. 
 
Q: Can we look on Amazon.com or other websites?   
A: No, we must go through the district for purchase. 
 
Q: What is the average lifespan of a Chromebook?   
A: Typically, up to 5 to 7 years.  
 
Q: How are we on funds without holding our major fundraiser yet?   
A: We do have sufficient funds in the accounts to purchase the Chromebooks now. 
 
Q: Will the district maintain and update the new Chromebooks?   
A: Yes, they will if it’s equipment that is in their long-term technology plan, which it is.  They 

will service these the same as they have as the ones we received from the district in 
August.  Right now, we have 30 Chromebooks and 40 IPads.  We are in a very good place 
compared to other schools in the district due to the HSA fundraising.  We now have 354 
students at Brookdale.  
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Q: Will the district have an issue with fair and equitable distribution? 
A: We are being told that it won’t be an issue. 
 
Q: What do students do on the Chromebooks?   
A: They use the Google Drive for lessons, they do their writing, the typing club, group 

projects.  They also communicate via Google.  These should be more than enough to be 
sufficient for Kindergarten through 6th grade students and they are user friend.  The 
Department of Education is recommending their use at home. 

 
Q: If a child has one at home, can they bring their own device to school?   
A: No, you will not be able to get online. 
 
Q: Is there anything else that we need?   
A: Right now, this is at the top of our list. 
 
 
If the HSA members approve the purchase, we will get a check as soon as the purchase order is 
approved.  They will be used during this school year.   
 
The district’s Technology Department was not able to keep up with servicing the many different 
products used across all the schools.  They want to keep the items the same across the board. 
 
Apple has priced itself out of the education market.  Chromebook is at a fraction of the cost.  
The school district is moving everything toward Google. 
 
Some schools are phasing out the use of text books and using technology.  There is no way to 
know if the Board of Ed will fulfill their 3 to 5-year plan of having a Chromebook for every 
student. 
 
Parents wanted to know who to contact with regards to Brookdale’s BOE representative.  The 
new President of the BOE is Emily Smith.  There has been talk that she is not as supportive of 
HSA organizations.  Jill Fischman has been very receptive to hearing ideas from the HSA.   
 
Secretary’s Report:   Minutes from November meeting.  Any questions, please let us know. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:   We can email it to anyone who requests it. 
 
  
Additional Business: 
 
Carol Manning approached Mr. Fleres and the Board to see if we would support ISTEM 
curriculum.  We need people to come together to see how to go about getting materials for 
funding, working with Mrs. Luca, etc.  Carol has offered to head up this venture and get parents 
on board to assist in it.  It’s very expensive.  It would be ideal to incorporate it into what we 
have in Media Center.  Grant funding is a possibility.  HSA will support it if a grant is found.  We 
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cannot write a grant on our own.  As with anything else, we need parent volunteers.  If you are 
interested, please contact Carol Manning.  It all comes down to finances and volunteers.  This is 
something that Mr. Fleres supports and he has another meeting in a month to discuss further. 
 
AFTER SCHOOL ENRICHMENT PROGRAM 
 
After school sessions are expected to start the week of January 25th.   Classes to include Pee 
Wee Basketball, Kids Cook, Brixology, Yoga, Cheerleading, Art, and Robotics (Part of Mad 
Science Curriculum).  
 
SMALL WORLD DAY 
 
Small World day will be held on Friday, February 17th.  Kami Lacki is once again chairing this 
event.  It is an event that is not possible without 95% parent involvement.  Small World Day 
focuses on 4 countries.  Each country is presented with items from the country, the language, 
and a sampling of food from that country.  Ideally, the premise is that the countries are a 
sampling of Brookdale’s student body.  Classes come down by grade and they go around to 
each country.  It has been a great program.  Previously, it used to be a student/teacher run 
event but it became too much so it was moved to parent participation/run.  Hopefully, we can 
still keep it going.  Both students and teachers look forward to the event each year.   
 
We are still looking for 2 more countries to represent.  Right now, we have Italy and Turkey. 
 
The variety of food depends on the country.  If you volunteer to provide food, you will need 
approval from the nurse.  Mrs. Jacobson will need to approve any food brought in.  Absolutely 
no nuts can be in any items brought in.  The easiest type of food is a finger food that does not 
need to be heated up.  It’s easy to hand out to the students.  
 
Please reach out to Kami if you would like to present a country or if you would like to volunteer 
the day of the event. 
 
TRICKY TRAY 
 
The co-chairs for the Tricky Tray are Lisa Italiano and Samantha Wallace.  This year we are 
switching it up from Casino Night which is what was run the past two years.  Prior years, we 
held a Beefsteak/Tricky Tray type of event.  This year, the Tricky Tray will be held on Thursday, 
March 9th.  It will be a sit-down dinner at the Valley Regency in Clifton. 
 
Lisa addressed the fact that we didn’t bring in much money the past two years.  With a Tricky 
Tray, we can make about $15,000-$20,000.  Again, as with all fundraisers, we need parent 
volunteers as well as donations.  We are asking for $10 per child (not family) for individual class 
baskets.  We are also creating kid’s baskets for each grade level.  It is not necessary to spend 
more than $5 for items.  A lot of the items we are looking for can be found around the house if 
they are not opened.  An email has gone home with the type of items requested from each 
grade level.  Items can be brought into the office.   
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We are also looking for volunteers to canvass the area.  Any local businesses you frequent, 
please ask if they cannot donate a basket or a gift card.  If you have your own business, please 
consider making a donation.   We are also in need of baskets and picture frames. 
 
A packet will be going home by the end of this week explaining what a Tricky Tray is and what is 
needed.   
 
We really need the $10 cash donations from each student.  We are hesitant to put the 
responsibility on class parents to get the donation.  Money will go directly to the HSA and not to 
the class parents.  Class parents can help us get the money from the parents via emails/paper 
requests.   
 
Tickets will be sold by checks made payable to “Brookdale HSA” prior to the event.  All 
admission tickets will be sold in advance in order to provide the venue with a guaranteed 
amount.  We are hoping to get 300 people to attend.  Table seating requests are on the form 
that is going home. 
 
Family baskets are being accepted.  Let us know what the value is and keep a cohesive theme.  
Ideally, we would like to have at least know what you are donating by February 14th so we have 
time to work on the program. 
 
We plan to have 4 levels of prizes:  
 
Level 1 - $1-$50 
Level 2 - $51-$99 
Level 3 - $100-$300 
Level 4 - Above $300 
 
If you are soliciting a local business, please reach out to Lisa and Sam to find out if that business 
has already been solicited.  Letter that can be used will also be in the packet that will be going 
out this week.   
 
A Google Drive document for local businesses will be provided to those would like to consider 
soliciting local businesses. 
 
We need volunteers for wrapping and during the night of the event. 
 
Thank you! 
 
Class Parents – Holiday Parties 
Tina Gallina & Valerie Arencibia and all parent volunteers – Holiday Gift Shop 
Mrs. Donna Minneci – Veteran’s Day Program 
Samantha Wallace – Gift Card Fundraisers 
Zeke & Jenn Harvey and parent volunteers for getting basketball teams off the ground. 
Nicole Bornemann – Holiday Giving Tree – Donations to the Bloomfield Animal Shelter 
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Upcoming events: 
 

 Winter session for After School Enrichment Program – Week of January 25th  
 

 Family Movie Night – Friday, January 27th - Secret Life of Pets – Info going home by 
Friday 
 

 Valentine’s Day Class Parties – February 14th - Remember, no favors or goody bags.  
Cards are ok but no candy of any kind are to be distributed.  Feel free to talk to Mrs. 
Jacobson about adding items.  No guarantee 
 

 Small World Day – February 17th  
 

 Coffee & Conversation with Mr. Fleres – Wednesday, February 22nd immediately after 
drop off. 
 

 Winter Beach Party – February 24th  
 

 Spirit Wear – Working with new vendor to get a whole new selection of Spirit Wear.  We 
are looking to add different styles, colors and a larger variety of sizes.  Orders will be 
online with Square.  Hoping to put samples in office. 
 

 Calendar Raffle – Month of February 
 

 Tricky Tray – March 9th – Valley Regency in Clifton 
 

 St. Patrick’s Day Bagels – March 17th  
 

 Book Fair – March 20th through the 24th (Mrs. Luca is chairing) 
 

 Ongoing – HSA Basketball and Box Tops for Education 
 

 
The HSA Annual Gift of 30 Chromebooks was put to a vote and it was approved unanimously 
by the HSA members in attendance. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned 8:33 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Tina Gallina, HSA Secretary 


